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Dear Ram Community, 
 
We are in the midst of exciting times at Raceland Worthington Schools. The 2016-2017 school 
year may go down as the best in history.  We started off with the great news that General 
Assembly appropriated funds for a new Raceland Worthington Middle School.  Additional 
highlights from this year include a Final 4 finish in the state from our award winning Governor’s 
Cup Quick Recall team.  KPREP scores placed RWISD 2nd regionally and 1st place in Greenup 
County. ACT scores and College & Career Ready scores were at an all-time high and led our 
area as well.  Our state champion Community Problem Solving returned from Nationals this 
week.  And there are many other academic achievements. 
 
Our students performed exceptionally well across the board in both Athletics and the Arts this 
year. In athletics our teams captured numerous championships, including a 4th straight Region 
title in Volleyball.  Boys and Girls track programs were dominate once again. Softball capped its 
best season with a district championship.  And as we know, Raceland Worthington is also the 
area leader in the Arts in education with our beautiful Cultural Arts Center serving as the focal 
point.   
 
Today, I’m writing to share even more exciting news with our community.  At the beginning of 
the 2017-2018 school year, all Raceland Worthington students in grades 4-12 will be issued a 
Google Chromebook.  The 1:1 (one to one) Technology Initiative means RWISD will provide 
one device for each student grades 4-12.   
 
These Google Chromebooks act as a supplementary tool to support learning for our students.  
This 1:1 Technology Initiative supports the Raceland Worthington Independent School District 
goal that all students will have the technological skills which facilitates success at college and 
career levels.   
 
Many questions surround our 1:1 Technology Initiative, and we hope this Frequently Asked 
Questions document that follows this letter answers most of those questions.  You will also find 
documentation from our vendor, CDI, about a purchase program if parents would like to 
purchase a Chromebook for their students in the final page of this document.   
 
There is no more important work done in our society than that of educating our children.  Our 
commitment to the community is to seek out every educational opportunity for our students. We 
strongly believe that access to digital devices will optimize learning in a technology-rich and 
engaging environment reflective of the world that surrounds all of us.  
 
We have a 5 star school district.  We are all stakeholders in this district, and we all should be 
proud.  Our community support is outstanding and without rival, and for that we thank you!  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Larry S. Coldiron 
Superintendent 
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1:1 Chromebook Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
What is a Google Chromebook? 
A Chromebook is a laptop. However, instead of using Windows 10 or Mac operating 
systems,  Chromebooks run on the Google's Chrome operating system. There is no special 
software or set up involved.  The students will use their school Google account to access all 
documents, presentations, and coursework. 
 
One school district has dubbed Chromebook “a science lab, literacy tool, research station, 
history archive, language lab, art canvas, and library.” The Chromebook is a simple device that 
can do many things, but at its core, it’s a device meant for learning.  
 
It is an internet kiosk, and therefore functionality is cloud based. This means student work is 
saved “in the cloud” and can be accessed from any machine simply by logging into their 
Raceland Worthington Google account.  We are using Google Classroom for Education with 
Google Drive as the cloud storage.  
 
Why Chromebooks? 
The Chromebook needs little, if any, maintenance. It is a completely web based device so there 
is no need for downloading or installing. The Chromebook operating system reduces the need 
for technical support. Student work on the Chromebook automatically saves to the cloud in the 
student’s Google Drive.  
 
The Chromebook operating system, Chrome OS, updates itself automatically. Students do not 
need to manually update their Chromebooks. Chromebooks use the principle of “defense in 
depth” to provide multiple layers of protection against viruses and malware, including data 
encryption and verified boot. By logging in with their school email account Chromebooks 
seamlessly integrate with the Google Apps for Education suite of productivity and collaboration 
tools. This suite includes Google Docs (word processing), Spreadsheets, Presentations, 
Drawings, and Forms.  
 
What role will textbooks play in student learning?  
We are currently in a period of transition from sole dependency on textbooks to a digital 
environment that allows access to a much greater range of educational materials and 
experiences.   
 
The District will continue using current textbooks at this time. Most courses have access to 
online materials from the textbook manufacturers and will be used where appropriate. Having a 
Chromebook in the classroom allow teachers to utilize a broad range of online resources and 
materials. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
My student already owns a laptop or iPad. Can we send that to school? 
We love Chromebooks because they are easy to use and require very little maintenance. They 
start up instantly, so students can get right to work. Also, the devices aren’t susceptible to 
traditional computer viruses, so you don’t need anti-virus software. In the rare case of a 
computer glitch, our trained staff can restore the device to “factory-fresh” in minutes, while 
students don’t lose any important files. In classrooms, the simplicity of the device means that 
the learning curve is very short, allowing students and teachers to focus on the class curriculum.  
 

If we had students bringing in any type of the device, it would be very difficult to ensure a similar 
experience: the variety in software applications, operating systems, battery life, troubleshooting, 
ports and connectors, wifi connectivity--there is value for our students and the smooth running 
of a classroom when all devices are similar. Think about the importance of all students having 
the same translation of a novel or textbook. For our pilot, we need to remove the variables that 
could interrupt the learning process. On the tech support, having a variety of devices poses a 
challenge. On a Chromebook, most tech support involves a simple restart. Everyone can do 
that. 

Chromebooks can be managed for classroom use in ways that are not possible with other 
devices: we can quickly configure wifi settings, send updates, and filter and block malicious 
websites. We also have a classroom management system that works seamlessly with the 
Chromebook to allow teachers to distribute files and links, as well as to monitor the screens of 
students while inside the classroom. 

Can documents and bookmarks created on the Chromebook be accessed on another 
device? 
Yes.  If a student logs into another device with their school username (a PC laptop, a school lab 
computer, a loaner Chromebook, etc.) all of their information (bookmarks, emails, documents, 
applications, etc.) will be available to them on that device when using a Chrome browser. 
 
Can the district track web history? 
Yes. The district can track information on what sites students visits, when they were on them, 
and how long they were on those sites. Students should only visit sites that are approved by the 
district and those that are not in violation of the Acceptable Use Policy. Violations of the policy 
can result in disciplinary action, including the student being suspended from using the school 
network and device use. 
 
Will unsafe or inappropriate websites be filtered on the devices? 
Before each Chromebook device connects to the Internet, it must pass through district network 
firewalls and filters. When a device is on an on-campus network, there will be strict filtering.  
We’re currently working toward providing the same filtering if a device is checked-out and is 
used off-campus. Our web filters are programmed to block inappropriate content. 
 
Will students be taught the basics of Digital Citizenship, appropriate and safe use of the 
device on the Internet, and Internet Etiquette? 

Student instruction will include, but is not limited to, items mandated by Kentucky Law: 

 Safe and responsible use of social networking sites, chat rooms, electronic mail, 
bulletin boards, instant messaging and other Internet based communication. 

 Recognition, avoidance and reporting of online solicitation. 

 Risks of transmitting personal information on the Internet. 

 Recognition and avoidance of unsolicited or deceptive communications. 

 Recognition and reporting of online harassment and cyberbullying. 

 Reporting of illegal activities and communications on the Internet. 

 Copyright laws on written materials, photographs, music and video. 



 
 
 
 
Can my student take their Chromebook home? 
Our Chromebooks will remain in the buildings in our district. Chromebooks must remain at 
school, like a classroom set of textbooks.  We have made arrangements to have charging 
stations for the Chromebooks to be charged overnight.  Students will pick up their device at the 
beginning of each morning and will return it at the end of the day to be charged.   
 
We plan to have Chromebooks in the library of WES and RWHS that can be checked-out by 
students who have make-up assignments.  Homework will vary by class but our teachers and 
staff will know ahead of time that the Chromebooks will remain at school so provisions will be 
made in the instance of homework.    
 
Will I be able to purchase a Chromebook for my student and if so, can they transport 
their purchase device to home and school? 
Yes.  Raceland Worthington Independent Schools have worked with our supplier, CDI, to allow 
our parents to purchase the district approved Chromebooks.  If a parent purchases a district 
approved Chromebook, it must be purchased from CDI.  This will allow CDI to include our 
Management License, but the device will be shipped and owned by the students and parents. 
Please see the attached promotional purchase program from CDI. 
 
A Management License will enroll the Chromebook and allows access district software, internet 
filtering when at school, and district wifi access. All without special configuration beyond the first 
sign on. This allows classroom management software and wireless network configuration to 
work seamlessly.  
 
Students who have a purchased device will be allowed to transport to and from school each 
day.  We will ask that the student-purchased Chromebooks arrive at school each day with a 
fresh battery charge. Upon graduation or withdraw from the district, the Management License 
can be removed for Chromebooks purchased by individuals. 
 
What about Fees? 
“Curriculum Fees” at the high school level will remain the same.  9-12 will continue to pay 
$10/class excluding specialty electives like Technology Ed, Guitar, Family Consumer Science, 
Art, etc.   
 
The only change for students 9-12 will be for students who can provide a receipt of payment for 
a Chromebook from CDI.  Those students who have purchased a Chromebook from CDI will be 
charged only $5/class “Curriculum Fee.”  
 
Grades 7-8 will continue to pay $5/class Curriculum Fee.  If they provide a receipt of payment of 
a Chromebook from CDI they will not be charged a Curriculum Fee.  
 
Grades 4-6 at Worthington Elementary for will pay a Curriculum Fee of $5/class (limit 3 
classes).  If students provide a receipt of payment of a Chromebook from CDI they will not be 
charged Curriculum Fee at WES.   
 
Will Free/Reduced lunch students pay Curriculum Fees? 
Currently at RWHS 7-12, Reduced lunch students pay ½ of the applicable Curriculum Fees.  
Free lunch students do not pay any Curriculum Fees.  The same policy will apply at Worthington 
Elementary School.   
 
 
Any additional questions about our 1:1 Chromebook Initiative can be emailed to 
public.relations@raceland.kyschools.us 
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